ONE HUNDRED plus TEN ANNIVERSARY 


of the 


FREE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN 
(Episcopal) 


Emerald & Elkhart Sts., Phila., Pa. 19134 
SUNDAY, APRIL 8TH, 1973 
SVP YM BOs OP iM. 
The Rev. David M. Gracie, Priest in Charge 
Anniversary Committee: 
George D. Graeber, Chairman 
James Powick, Secretary 
Grace Killion, in charge of tickets 
Howard Killion, in charge of tickets 
Lily Leff 


Advisors to the Committee: 


The Rev. David M. Gracie 
The Rev. J. Wesley Twelves 
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WELCOME ONE AND ALL 


Open House to view memorabilia of 
St. John's at Church Rectory, 
3089 Emerald Street 


Evensong Service at St. John's Church 
Rev. David M. Gracie, Priest in Charge 


Taking part in the service will be: 


Rev. George Busler, Jr. 
Mrs. Ruth Mantai 

Rev. Edward C. Loeffler 
Rev. David M. Gracie 

Rev. A. William Degerberg 
James Powick, Jr. 
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(see your regular folder for Order of 
Service) 


Open House to view the former J 
St. John's Parish House (now a i 
Board of Education of Philadelphia i 
Annex to the Russell H. Conwell School) 
Location: on Emerald Street next to 

St. John's edifice 


Anniversary Dinner in the auditorium 
of Peace Lutheran Church, Emerald and 
Clearfield Streets 


HISTORY OF THE FREE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN 


Compiled by Rev. J. Wesley Twelves, 
Historian of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Penna. 
(a former member of St. John's) 


IN THE BEGINNING. Records indicate that on April 21, 
1861, a Sunday School was started in a room on Washington 
Avenue above Frankford Road. It was started by members of 
Calvary (Monumental) Church of Northern Liberties under the 
direction of the rector, the Rev. Charles R. Bonnell. 


The Rev. George Boyd (who died in 1851) left land for 
church buildings. On October 15th, 1862 the church was 
started with Bishop Alonzo Potter laying the cornerstone. 
This same Bishop consecrated the Church on April 11th, 
1863, one hundred and ten years ago. Although the Rev. 
George Boyd died, before the church was actually started, 
his family saw that the work was done in his memory. Since 
he was an advocate of the free church system it is probable 
that for this reason the church was so named. It has been 
said that this was one of the first free churches in the 
country, most of the others being supported by pew rents. 

A few years after the church was built the Sunday School 
building was erected. 


In May 1862, the parish charter was presented to 
Diocesan Convention for approval, but it was rejected be- 
cause it restricted voters at parish meetings to only 
males of lawful age. In 1864 the revised charter was 
granted, the voters being communicants who in the judg- 
ment of the rector and wardens had been contributors and 
usual attendants for the previous year. The charter was 
granted by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania on May 12th, 
1864 to Messrs. William Ellis, Charles W. Mendenhall, 
Reese D. Fell, George Boyd, James H. MacBride, Nathaniel 
Boyd, C. August Van Kirk, Edward L. Fell, Harry S. Clay, 
and George B. Kester. First rector was the Rev. George C. 
Field who served from 1862 to 1864. 


EARLY LANDSCAPE. Around 1861 the area contained 
some bare lots and open country. Franklin Cemetery had 
been set apart in 1840, and the road leading to the 
entrance was known as Franklin Cemetery Avenue, later to 
be called Elkhart Street. What is now Stella Avenue was 
then called Washington Avenue. Farmland extended from: 
Washington Avenue to Somerset Street. 


There was one large house on Franklin Cemetery Ave- 
nue between Emerald Street and Frankford Road. On 
Washington Avenue there were two farm houses between 
the Cemetery and Emerald Street, and two houses between 
Emerald Street and Frankford Road. On Frankford Road 
there was a large house near Franklin Cemetery Avenue 
and two houses on the west side up toward Clearfield 
Street. 


THE EARLY YEARS. ` Looking over the first parish 
records, we find that the first baptism was that of 
Ella Fox Lukens and Amanda Malvina Lukens on September 
8th, 1861. They were baptized by the Rev. Charles 
Bonnell in the old Sunday School room on Washington Ave- 
nue. The next two baptisms were in the home of John W, 
Kester on Frankford Road, near Franklin Cemetery Avenue, 
later numbered 2844. 


Among the names of communicants in 1862 were the names 
of the Kester family, James MacBride and his wife, Mrs. 
Thomas McIlhenny, Mrs. Whitechurch and family, the 
Pritchard family and the Conn Family. Margaret Whitechurch 
was in the 1863 Confirmation class with Bishop William 
Bacon Stevens presiding. She will be remembered by those 
of later days as the beloved teacher of a large adult 
Bible Class. We note one of the first burials was that 
of a seven month infant named John Wood Kester Boyd. He 
died of cholera, August 5th, 1862 and was buried in 
Franklin Cemetery. The name of Kester Boyd seems to 
indicate that the Kesters and Boyds might have been 
related. 


Because of the small number of people living in the 
area the parish had difficulty in supporting itself. For 
several years (1869-72) the parish was in the charge 
of the newly formed City Mission. 


M 


The balcony in the church was added around 1909 to 
accommodate an overflow congregation. Around 1913 the 
balcony in the parish house was erected by the men of 
the parish, which made it possible to have classes 
divided. A monthly magazine was started called 
St. John's Messenger, and continued for a number of years. 


A number of young men from the parish entered the 
ministry from St. John's. Among the names, we remember 
James McIlhenny, Leonard Hurst, Alexander Miller, Wesley 
Twelves, Herbert Donovan, John Ledger, and George Busler. 


Around 1925 an Endowment Fund was started and is still 
in operation. It amounts to $12,000. and is invested 
with the Church Foundation of the Diocese. 


RECENT YEARS. A rectory was purchased in 1954 and 
was located at 3089 Emerald Street, where a number of 
the rectors lived. A fire was discovered in the church 
choir room in March 1966, which spread to the interior 
of the church and destroyed a large section of the roof 
of the church. It was later fully repaired. In 1969 
the church became an aided parish, which meant that some 
financial help was received from the Diocese. 


The parish house was sold in 1971 to the Board of 
Education, and is used as an annex of the Conwell 
Middle Magnet School. The amount of money received 
from this sale amounted to around $66,000. The for- 
mer rectory at 3089 Emerald Street is now used as a 
parish house. 


For the last couple of years the parish of St. 
Philip-in-the-Field, Oreland, has had a kind of part- 
nership arrangement with St. John's, and has given 
assistance with clerical work and some small finan- 
cial assistance. 


A report given by St. John's to the Diocese for 
the year 1972 shows that there were 115 communicants. 
The income for the year 1968 is listed at about 


$12,000.00. 


RECTORS, PAST AND PRESENT: 

A long list of rectors have served the parish 
over its many years; - George C. Field (1862-1864), 
George P. Schetky (1864-1868), Nathaniel M. Jones 
(1868-1869), J. P. Fugett (1869-1870), Joseph A. Noch 
(1871-1872), John G. Bawn (1872-1874), William S. 
Heaton (1874-1877), Henry A. F. Hoyt (1877-1885), 
William M. Harrison (1885-1892), Samuel P. Kelly 
(1892-1893), Edward G. Knight (1893-1896), Robert W. 
Wright (1896-1899), W. Arthur Warner (1899-1902), 
John P. Bagley (1902-1908), Robert W. Woodroofe 
(1908-1911), Waldemar Jansen (1911-1916), Gomer B. 
Matthews (1916-1920), Frank Goostray (1920-1929), 
Lewis Sasse (1929-1933), John H. Lever (1933-1954), 
George Krantz (Bishops' Vicar - 1954 - 1955), 

A. William Degerberg (1955-1959), John McGrory 
(1959-1963), Henry M. Prentiss (Minister-in-Charge 
1963-1964), Edward C. Loeffler (1964-1967 and also 
1970), Walter G. Martin (1968-1970), William Speer 
(Supply 1970-1971), Frank P. Toia (1971-1972), 

David M. Gracie (1972- ? ) who is presently in 
charge. The last two named have been part-time 
rectors by mutual written agreements with the Vestry 
and the consent of the Bishop. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS: 

Many thousands of persons have passed through 
the doors of St. John's in its 110 years. The 
period from 1900 to 1940 was the peak (in attendance) 
the life of the parish. Around 1916 there were 
1000 communicants and over 950 in the Sunday School. 


Although there were always a few individuals of 
some financial standing in every period in its history, 
the majority of St. John's members were working people. 
In the early days they were mainly of English extrac- 
tion. Some in later years rose to positions of 
prominence in the business world. 


Until recent years the parish was always known 
as "low church". Yet it was always churchly and 
enthusiastic. The people entered devoutly into the 
services and they were always known as a singing 
congregation. 


LAND DEVELOPMENT. By 1875 the area had been divided 
into lots and was opening up for development. Emerald 
Street was now on the map and the church and Sunday School 
Buildings appear, having been built in 1862. There is a 
large house diagonally across from the church, owned by 
James H. MacBride. There is a smaller house up the 
block toward Frankford Road and a house directly across 
from the church on the southwest corner. Most of the 
land on the south side of Franklin Cemetery Avenue was 
owned by the heirs of E. B. Kester. John W. Kester and 
George B. Kester had settled at Frankford Road and 
Franklin Cemetery Avenue. 


On Emerald Street next to the church the landowners 
were Derbyshire, Willard and Boyd, the latter at the cor- 
ner of Clearfield Street. Kester, Ellis, Stedman and Boyd 
owned the land in the back of the church on Helen Street. 
The land on which the porch houses now stand across from 
the church was owned by the Church Home for Children, but 
we believe no building was ever erected. Kester, Boyd 
and Ellis owned the land along Helen Street. On the other 
side of Frankford Road, Franklin Cemetery Avenue was known 
as Hull Street. Below Orleans Street there was still 
nothing but farms. In a three block square area. around 
the Church there were only about fifteen houses. We 
doubt that any of these houses still remain. 


In the ensuing quarter century the whole area was 
alive with row houses, with only a scattering of open lots 
here and there. So the Free Church of St. John was really 
out in the country a hundred years ago. 


THE TWENTIETH CENTURY ARRIVES. With the influx of 
more people, St. John's parish continued to grow, so that 


by the early 1900's it had become a strong parish with a 
large Sunday School of over 900. 


Looking over the parish list of communicants in 1900, 
there are these families among many others; the Mathers, 
Pritchards, Luptons, Craggs, Scotts, Oldfield, Hadden, 
Oelschlager, Barandon, Thornton, Watt, Brehn, Stehl, 
Smith, McGinty, Head, Bennett, Martin, Margerum, McIlhenny, 
Balentine and many others. 


During the rectorship of the Rev. John P. Bagley 
(1902-1908) the small Sunday School building was torn 
down and the large parish house erected in 1903. The 
parish was noted for its Bible Class, conducted for 
many years by Miss Margaret Whitechurch and later on 
by George Streaker. The parish began to experience a 
phenomenal growth. 


There were many organizations in the parish; the 
King's Daughters, the Women's Auxiliary, the Girl's 
Friendly Society, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew (both 
for men and for boys), a Men's Club, a Boy's Brigade, 

a Boy's Club and the Boy Scouts. There were picnics in 
the Summer, entertainments, plays, fairs, minstrel shows, 
moving pictures, Punch and Judy shows, magicians and 
many suppers. The Church was a place of social activity 
for many people. 


CHURCH ACTIVITIES. There was always a good choir. 
For many years the members of the choir sat in their 
street clothes in the chancel. Around 1908 a vested 
choir was instituted, which for awhile caused some little 
dissension, especially when the processional cross led 
the choir in. But it soon became an accepted fact. 
Then boys were added to the choir, and many of them had 
fine voices. Some of these boys were formed into a 
minstrel group and gave concerts in other churches. Mr. 
Joseph Waldman was organist and choirmaster for many 
years. At a later date Miss Florence Haines became 
organist. 


A Children's Church was started during Mr. Woodroofe's , 


rectorship and services were held on Sunday mornings at 


9:30 in charge of layreaders who later entered the ministry. 
The large vested choir of little girls was a great attrac- 


tion, under the leadership of Mrs. Margaret Bennett as 
organist. 


The Sunday School for many years was in the charge of 
George Margerum as superintendent, with Clara Oelschlager 
and Lily Barandon in charge of the Infant School and the 
Intermediate School, ably assisted by William Hadden. 


An amazing amount of intermarriage took place be- 
tween the various families in the parish over the years, 


which indicates that St. John's provided a place of social 
contact. 


Many of the children of the early families have 
moved away, mostly into other areas of the northeast, 
where they have made contact with other churches. Still 
there remains among all the people, who at one time or 
another attended St. John's, a very deep feeling of 
affection for this old church. 


The area around St. John's is now closely built 
up, yet it remains a fine neighborhood, well kept, and 
one senses a spirit of civic pride. 


J. Wesley Twelves 
1973 


(partially edited by J. Powick) 


PATRONS 


Anna M. Jacobs 


Ann Zell 
ANNIVERSARY DINNER Elva Barker 
catered by MacAdams, Caterers Mrs. Helen Bond 
Auditorium of PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH Mrs. Lily Leff 
Emerald & Clearfield Streets Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Powderly 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Milligan 
Loren and Claire Houts 
Ruth Barringer 
Bill Bell 
Mr. and Mrs. James Elder 
MENU i Mr. and Mrs. Donald Busler 
Rev. and Mrs. George W. Busler, Jr. 
Fruit Cup Sara Stiles 
Mr. and Mrs. William Schaefer 
Baked Ham (Pineapple Sauce) Mary E. Eustace 
George Graeber 
Candied Sweet Potatoes Madelin Graeber 
George Rose 
Cut Green Beans Bill and Marion Miller 
Mrs. Edith Dirsh 
Chefs Salad Marion Loeffler 
Kathryn Lever 
Rolls and butter Beverage Mr. and Mrs. Howard J. Killion 
Mr. and Mrs. James Powick, Jr. 
Ice Cream Cake Roll } Jay and Ronnie Powick 
Irvin Holloway 
June Holloway 
' Norma E. Sala 
r _ Alexander (Buddy) Sala 
Ak, the: diangeer * _ Jay Douglas Sala 


6:00 P. M. 


George D. Graeber, Toastmaster 
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Remarks by the Committee Chairman 


Grace to be said by Rev. David M. Gracie | 
"A Legacy of the Past -- ` 


by Rev. J. Wesley Twelves, Historian 
to the Diocese of Penna. 
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and a Challenge to the Future." 


by Very Rev. Lloyd Winter, Dean of Fairmount 
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